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ABSTRACT 
 
Romania is a blessed place with many areas of unique beauty - as part of the natural 
heritage - with places where the spectacle of nature delights your eyes and take your breath 
with every step. Constantly promoting philatelic themes that use natural wealth and the 
beauty of our country as subjects, the administrative entity (with various names over time) 
responsible for issuing postage stamps performs a series of postage stamps in whose 
images are found rarities of flora and fauna, a miracle of nature. To show that protected 
natural areas have a special beauty, and to make them known to everyone, we bring to the 
discussion the most significant philatelic peculiarities in the CeahlŁu National Park. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 
 
Natural heritage, from a conceptual point of view, is what we define and accept as being the 
ensemble of components and physical-geographic structures, flora, fauna and biocenotic 
natural resources, of whose importance has an ecological, economical, scientific, biogenetic, 
and health values, a recreative and cultural-historic vision, is having relevant significance 
under the aspect of conserving the biodiversity, of ecosystemsô functional integrity, genetical 
heritage conservation, vegetation and animals, the satisfaction of the everyday life, for both 
present and future generations [1,2]. 
 
Romania is a blessed place with many areas of unique beauty - as part of the natural 
heritage - with places where the spectacle of nature delights your eyes and takes your 
breath away at every step. Moreover, from a biogeographic point of view, and due to its 
position halfway between the North Pole and the Equator, our country possesses a high 
biodiversity [3,4], expressed in ecosystems and species, providing the pedoclimatic and 
hydrological conditions necessary for preserving the specific biological diversity (seeFig. 1) 
[5,6,8-14]. 
 



 

 

 
Fig. 1. "Environment protection" - a philatelic representation for Romania's high 
biodiversity, 1984 
 
At national level, there are about 52 ecoregions with a variety of terrestrial and aquatic 
ecosystems (seeFig. 2) [5,7,15-17]. They are specific to the coastal and seaside areas of the 
Black Sea, steppe, silvosteps, hills, mountains, lakes, water courses and meadows, drought 
areas or wetlands, including those specific to the Danube Delta, Ceahlau National Park, 
Retezat National Park, Rodna National Park and so on. 
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Fig. 2. "Protected fauna from Romania" - stamps representing terrestrial and aquatic 
ecosystems, 2009 
 
Constantly promoting philately themes that use the natural beauty of our country as a 
subjects, Romfilatelia performs a series of postage stamps in whose images are found 
rarities of flora and fauna, especially from the natural protected areas. To show that 
protected natural areas have a special beauty, and also to show the implications of thematic 
philately in the promotion of protected areas in the country and abroad, in this paper, we 
bring to the discussion the most significant philatelic peculiarities (stamps, first-day covers, 
illustrated and semi-illustrated postcard, maximum postcards, etc) related to the CeahlŁu 
National Park. 
 



 

 

 

2. MATERIAL AND METHODS 
 
The documentation for this paper started from the authors' concerns for ecological education 
and environmental protection, and not least because they love the idea of a harmoniously 
developed community with care for protected areas [1,2,4]. Having at hand a series of 
extremely relevant studies at the national level, in terms of the management of protected 
areas [3,18-22] and the philatelic issues published in catalogs [5-7], the authors decided to 
extrapolate that approaches on the CeahlŁu National Park ecosystem. 

 

 
 
Fig. 3. Biodiversity-based stamps research within the Colnect platform 
 
The subject of the study, in the form of a philatelic circuit of CeahlŁu National Park, is based 
on the sites that host philatelic content such as Colnect® (the example illustrated inFig. 3), 
Delcampe®, PicClick®, StampWorld®, etc., which come in addition to discussion forums and 
online meetings with other collectors and passionate philatelists. 
 

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
 

3.1 CeahlŁu National Park from an ecological perspective 
 
CeahlŁu National Park is a protected area of national interest that corresponds to the second 
category IUCN. The natural area extends in the central-western extremity of NeamἪ county - 
as shown inFig. 4, on the administrative territories of Bicazu Ardelean, CeahlŁu and TaἨca 
communes and of Bicaz, near the national road 12C that connects Piatra NeamἪ with 
Gheorgheni [23]. 
 
Ceahlau National Park was declared a protected area by Law no. 5 of 5 March 2000 on the 
approval of the national spatial planning plan - section III - protected areas, and represents a 
mountainous area with a great relief diversity (towers, needles, limestone ridges, karst relief 
with sharp peaks, caves, gorges, valleys) with forests and meadows.The natural area has 
several types of habitats [23] - alluvial forests with Alnus glutinosa and Fraxinus excelsior, 
Dacian beech forests, acidophilous forests of Picea abies in the mountain region, forests of 
Larix decidua and/or Pinus cembra in the mountain region, debris and ravines, shrubs with 
Pinus mugo and Rhododendron myrtifolium, alpine and subalpine calcareous meadows, 
closed caves for public access, hedge communities with high hygrophilous grasses from the 
plains to the mountains and alps, rocky slopes with chasmophytic vegetation and woody 



 

 

vegetation along the mountain rivers that shelter a diverse flora and fauna specific to the 
Carpathian chain. 
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Fig. 4. The reference area of the CeahlŁu National Park (Romania) 
 
The natural park overlaps the Natura 2000 - CeahlŁu site, based on the designation of 
several faunal and floristic species listed in Annex Ia of European Council Directive 
92/43/EC of 21 May 1992 on the conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora 
wild. The fauna of the park is diverse and well represented by several species, among which 
we mention the following [23]: 
ü mammals: deer (Cervus elaphus), roe (Capreolus capreolus), chamois (Rupicapra 

rupicapra), wild cat (Felis silvestris), wild boar (Sus scrofa), fox (Vulpes vulpes), 
marten (Martes martes), woodpecker (Meles meles), ferret (Mustela putorius), eared 
bat (Plecotus auritus); 

ü birds: pigeon hawk (Accipiter gentilis), mountain eagle (Aquila chrysaetos), blue gull 
(Alcedo atthis), mountain eagle (Anthus spinoletta), mountain rooster (Tetrao 
urogallus), crow (Corvus corax), water blackbird (Cinclus cinclus), stone blackbird 
(Monticola saxatilis), woodpecker (Pycoides tridactylus), spotted tit (Parus cristatus), 
woodpecker (Lullula arborea), peregrine falcon (Falco peregrinus), collared blackbird 
(Turdus torquatus); 

ü reptiles and amphibians: coronella (Coronella austriaca), field lizard (Lacerta agilis), 
water snake (Natrix tessellata), blind snake (Anguis fragilis), viper (Vipera berus), 
green toad (Bufo viridis) mountain frog (Rana temporaria), toad (Bufo bufo) or 
mountain newt (Triturus alpestris). 

 
The flora of the park consists of trees and shrubs [23], with fir species (Abies alba), larch 
(Larix decidua), lime (Pinus cembra), yew (Taxus baccata), Scots pine (Pinus sylvestris), 
juniper (Juniperus sibirica and Juniperus communis), beech (Fagus sylvatica), oak (Quercus 
petraea and Quercus robur), hornbeam (Carpinus betulus), maple (Acer pseudoplatanus 
and Acer platanoides), linden (Tilia cordata), birch (Betula pendula), wicker (Salix bicolor), 
mountain alder (Alnus viridis), black alder (Alnus glutinosa), hazelnut (Corylus avellana), 
hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna), black sock (Sambucus nigra), raspberry (Robus idaeus), 
and rosehip (Rosa canina). 
 



 

 

The grassy vegetation consists of different species [23], such as arnica (Arnica montana), 
wormwood (Artemisia eriantha), mousetail (Achillea oxyloba), omag (Aconitum napellus), 
mountain sandpiper (Asperula carpatica), bellflower (Campanula patula), hornbeam 
(Cerastium transsilvanicum), cow's breast (Primula elatior), etc. 
 

3.2 CeahlŁu National Park from carto-philatelic perspective 
 
Mount Ceahlau is the most famous and impressive massif of the Eastern Carpathians, being 
one of the few Carpathian complexes that still preserves unaltered samples of nature. In 
addition, CeahlŁu is one of the richest mountains in legend and mythology - Baba Dochia, 
Trajan's Eagle, Panaghia, Toaca and many others, as shown in FIG. 6 [24-32] and FIG. 7 
[33-41]. 
 

  
(a) CeahlŁu massif seen from the 

Poiana Teiului bridge 
(b) View of CeahlŁu mountain from NeamἪ 

county 

  
(c) General view of CeahlŁu mountain (d) CeahlŁu massif with Toaca peak 

  
(e) General view of CeahlŁu mountain (f) CeahlŁu massif with Detunata peak 



 

 

   
(g) General view of CeahlŁu 

mountain 
(h) General view of 
CeahlŁu mountain 

(i) General view of CeahlŁu 
mountain 

Fig. 5. Illustrated postcards representing views from the CeahlŁu National Park (I) 
 

  
(a) CeahlŁu massif with Piatra SurŁ peak (b) CeahlŁu massif with mountain rocks 

  
(c) CeahlŁu massif panorama (d) CeahlŁu massif with Toaca peak 



 

 

  
(e) CeahlŁu massif panorama (f) CeahlŁu massif panorama 

   
(g)-(i) Other aspects of the CeahlŁu massif 

Fig. 6. Illustrated postcards representing views from the CeahlŁu National Park (II) 
 

The Ceahlau National Park was chosen as the theme of the most recent 
Romfilatelia project due to its unique character. "Love Nature! CeahlŁu 
National Park" comes to complete the series of stamp broadcasts promoting 
national heritage, being available from 1 September 2016, in form of FDCs 
(FIG. 8) [42-45] and maxicards (FIG. 9) [46]. 
 


